6 (912010

HapexAabl MIyWuX — beccMepTHbI
Mo ) -

Mpogomkaetca nononHexue 06o6-
weHHoro GaHka gaHHbIX, cogepxalero
MH(POPMaUMIO O NOrMEBWKMX U NponaBLKuX
Gea sectu (OB[] «Memopuans),

[foma Ham NOMOraKOT BOCNOMHHAHWA-
MH Halwy HPOHTOBMKKN-BETEPAHLI, 8 348Ck
¥ HEC OKa3ancs BeTepad BepMaxTa, KoTo-
Phiit BOGBAN B 3TMX KPaAX W Tenepk Mbl-
TANCA HAHTH CBOMX NOrMBILMX TOBapULIER.

MonHoe HanmMeHoBaHWe rpaHaTtbi
«Stielhandgranate 24», cokpawen+Hoe
aStielhgr 24». B Hawwx cNpaBoOMHWKAX W
AOKYyMeHTax 3a Hel yTeepannocs Halea-
Hue M-24.

4 y, nab y coepe-
M@HHbIM BBTOMPOMOM, NOCTOSHHO E3ANTE
Ha «XanTepe» Gyper, HaBepHOe, TAKENO.
Coaparenn asTomoBunA He CNUWKOM 3a-

BoTunuces 06 aproHoMHKe.




SKCHNEJAULIUHU

JEENIOBCKRME BbICOTbI

B3rNAA CKBO3b BPEMA

AntoH Toprawes
®omo asmopa

SEELOW HEIGHTS

(German: SEELOWER HOHEN), LOOKING THROUGH THE TIME

«B dopozy, 8 dopozy —

Hacman koHeuy mepneHuro

M cepdue peemca eHO8L Hanononam.
B dopozy, 8 dopozy —

Pegem momop «Yasuka»

W amom 3eyK Ha Oywy Kak bans3am.
B dopozy, 8 dopoay,

W Hevyeezo 3azadkieame,

Yackel meou cyumaem monesko boa.
B dopozy, 8 dopoey,

Kak xoyemcs, pebama,

Ymob oH Ham 8 akcrnedutiuu nomMoe. . .».

Bot u nogxoaut k koHuy 2010 rog. lNog 65-netua
Benwkon MNobeawl. W, HaeepHoe, CUMBONWUYHO, YTO NO-
cnegHsa B aTom roay «Baxta MNMamaTtu» ona pegakumm
KypHana «BoeHHas apxeonorus», npoxoauna coBMecT-
HO C NouckoBeiM 0bbeanHeHnem «V.B.G.O.» na Nepma-
HUW, NPeACTaBUTENKM KOTOporo niGesHo npurnacunu
Hac Noy4acTBOBaTh B MOMCKE HE 3aXOPOHEHHLIX OCTaH-
koB congat KpacHon Apmun 1 Bepmaxta Ha 3eenos-
CKMX BbicOTax. 370 DbiN OQWMH M3 NOCNEAHWX MOLHbIX
0BOpOHUTENBHLIX Y3MOB B YKPEMNNEHUAX HEMUEEB ne-
pen BepnuHom.

MecTeuko, rae Ham npeacrtosno paGotate, Ha-
sbiBanock KneccwH u pacnonaranock Heganeko oT
®paHdypTa-Ha-Opepe.

MNpeoponer okono 1800 kwnomeTtpoe 3 Mockssl,
YTPOM Mbl Npubeinn Ha mecto. B KneccuHe Mmbl pas-
MBILWNANKA, KaK Xe Ham
HanTK Hawwux Opy3en.
Ho ato okasanochk co-
BCEM He TpyaHo. Ha no-
ne, nocpeguHe OepeBHH,
Bpoanno MHOXECTBO Nio-
fen B opaHxesblx Kombun-
HE30Hax — OTNWYUTENb-
HOW ofleXae YnNeHoB Mo-
MCKOBOW opraHuaayuu
«V.B.G.O.». Hepnane-
KO BWAHENCH, YCneslwuin
BCEM Ham nonwbuTbes,
MWHW-3KCKABaTOP.

3ameTUB cBOMX ApY-
3eil — KomMaHaupa nouc-
koBoW rpynnkl AneBpex-

lNazeps dna wronsHUKos 8 Mepmanuu, 20e KuMu NOUCKOBUKU
e could be seen not far.

Let’s take the road, let's take the road!
We came to the end of patience, our
hearts are shredding in half once again
Let's take the road, let's take the road!
The engine of our car is roaring, and
this sound is balm to the soul

Let’s take the road, let’s take the road!
No need to take a long shot, only God
may count hours of our lives

Let's take the road, let’s take the road!
O! We hope to God'’s help during our
expedition ...

The year of 2010 is nearly over. This is the 65"
anniversary of the Great Victory. And maybe it is
symbolic that the last in this year «Waltch» for the
Military Archeology magazine staff took place jointly
with the German search organization VBGO. The
folks from VBGO kindly invited us to take part in the
searches of tombless remains of the Red Army and
Wehrmacht soldiers at the Seelow Heights. It was one
of the last defensive centers of German fortifications at
the approaches to Berlin.

The place of our oncoming works was fiamed Klessin
and situated not far from Frankfurt an der Oder.

After covering about 1,800 kilometers from Moscow in
the moming we arrived at the site. In Klessin we speculated
on how we can find our

friends. But it turned out
to be not so difficult. On
one field where the corn
was already cleared (in
Germany it is used in large
quantities for biomass fuel
processing) in the midst
of the village there was
a lot of men dressed in
the orange overalls that
are distinctive clothes
of the VBGO search
organization members.
A mini-excavator which
already caught our fancy
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Bnaropapa MmecTHomy pykoBoAcTBY, nocne obefa y Hac noABunNack BOIMOXHOCTE No-
CETHTL MECTHBIA *KPABBEAYECKMAN MY3EH, HAXOAALWMWACA HA TEPPUTOPUM WKoNbL. B Ha-
nexae nony4uTs KaKk MoxHOo Bonblue nHpOPMaLMK Ml C HETEPNEHWEM DTTIDABMNMCE Ty-
aa. Hebonbluan 3KkCNO3nMUWMA, HAXOAMBILAACS Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, pacckaasieana ob ucto-
PUK HN3HW MECTHOMO HACENEHWA C HE3aNaMATHLIX BPEMEH A0 HACTOAWEND BpeMeHn. Ho
Gonblue BCcero Hac 3anHTepecosan cTeHs o nepuoae Bropon Muposoi BoiHbl. Job6onsiT-
HO BbINO YBUAETL 3KCNIOHATHI, KOTOPLIMW NONbL30BANWUCE MECTHLIE XWTENK Ha 3aKNYK-
TeNnLHOM 3Tane BOWHbI U B NepBie NocnesoeHHsie roasl. Nioasm Hano Gbino Kak-10 Bbl-
WuBaTh. B geno wino sce: kysiiuH Bbin MArOTOBNEH W3 NPOTUBOTa3HOM Dayka, MUCKK 1
TIONOBHMKN — W3 KOPTyca rpaHaTtel «naduepdgaycras...

Hawnuce B my3ee 1 ceegenus 06 yyactuun nogpasaenesnin KpacHoin ApMum B LiTypme
Kneccurna. OxasbiBaetca, Gou 3a B3siTUE 3TOW MECTHOCTU Bena 77-8 rBapaenckan cTpen-
KOBas AMBWU3WS, U TONLKO OHa BO Beew KpacHoi ApMum umena B ceoem coctaee BatansoH
Cnasbl, TO ecTb BaTansoH, B KOTOPOM BCE BOWHbLI BeiNu HarpaxgeHs opaeHamw Cnasel,

[axHbie U3 HarpagHoro NUCTa, XpaHsLWEerocs B WKONLHOM My3ee:

Ipom ®enop Merposuy. 1925 r.p. Ykpaudeu. Yned BIKCM.

Mnaglmin cepxanT, Hasoa4KuK 45-Mm opyaus 218-ro reapaeinckoro KpacHosHameH-
HOFO CTPENKOBOrO Nnonka 77-1 reapaeickon cTpenkoson YepHurosckon opaena fleduna
KpacHoaHameHHo#n u opgeda CyBoposa AUBM3UN.

Mpepncraenaertca k opaeHy CIIABBI 1l crenexu.

Yuacreyet B OteuecteeHHon BoWHe ¢ anpens 1944 roaa, 1-i Benopycckmii hpoHT,

WmeeT ogHo paHeHwe.

12.10.1943 npuasaH YepHurosckum PBK YepHuroeckoi obnacTtu.

Harpan He nmeeT.

Yepuurosckas obn., LLopcosckuit p-H, ceno Noceso-Cnobopa.

Mark: [JoeGeiw Kcenns MeaxHosHa

«B Gosix 3a HacenewxHsill NyHkm KneccuH, npespauieHHsIl 2umneposuaMu 8 onop-
HbIl y3en conpomusneHus Ha sanadHom bepezy peku Odep, NPOMUSHUK Oka3sblean ynop-
Hoe conpomusneHue. 23 mapma 1945 eoda apmunnepulickutl pacyem opyous, 20e Ha-
goduuKoM BbIn mosapuly FPoM, He CMOMPA Ha CUNBHbIL apMmUNepPULCKO-MUHOMEMHMLI
020HL NPOMUBHUKA, HA PYKax 8bIKAIMUn nywKy K 00HoOMY 13 domoe, 20e 3acenu HemMub! u
npsiMoll Haeodkou yHuymoxun oee ambpasyps: e nodsane doma, omkyda 2umneposub!
8eu 020HbL U3 haycmnampoHOs.

HeodHokpamHo merss Goesyio Mo3uLU, opydue 8eno yHUNMOXEHUE 02HE8kIX Mo-
yeK U KUl CUMk! MPOMuSHUKE, codelicmeys ycnexy NpoosuMeHus Haled nexomsi.

Hocmour npasumenscmeeHHol Hazpadel opdena «Cnaesl Il cmenerus

Komardup 218 egapdeiicko2o KpacHO3HaMEHHOZ0 MOMKa...».

Having got sight of our friends (the
leader of the search group Albrecht, his
assistant and a part-time excavator tamer
Stefen, great fellow which speaks Russian
pretty well — Robert, smiley calm Swiss
named Thomas) all these fellows with
whom we found a pleasure in working this
summer in Poland, we hastened to join
them. All were joyful at a new meeting,
the chance of speaking, discussing the
news of the search movement in Russia
and other things. At that moment our
Polish friends Andjey and Bartek came.
As they worked at the other end of the filed
they have not noticed us straight away.
However, we were not going to chat all the
time, that is why after exchanging a few
words with them we joined our «orange»
search friends.

That part of the field where we were
going to work was marked out with
signal flags. To my question: «What is
this?» Albrecht explained that the search
method must be the following: there is
an aerial photography of the area made
few days after combal operations have
been over in this place, and this aerial
photography should be imposed upon the
up-to-date map. Then the coordinates of
the area should be calculated, how and
where trenches were located, thereafter
all this is to be reconstructed at the site.
That's why here are those small flags.
Using the ground metal detectors and
excavator we have to survey as large
area as possible.

Cs HaWTKU CBOMX NOrMBLUMX TOBapULLEN.

W3 BocnomuHaHui, MyunHckn XanHua
(Mutschinski Heinz), 1925 roga poxaeHun:

«B thespane 1945 roga 13 y4awmxcs OHKEPCKUX NEXOT-

cnyxawwe @onsKkcwTypma,
Bepmaxta, pnaxe 17-netHue
toHOWKM. Mbl npoxoaunn of-
Y4YEHWE B BOBHHOM y4unulie
Beunap Baanebypr (Wetzlar/
Weilburg). Takum xe ofipasom
BO3HWK W Halll IOHKEPCKUIA MO~
TOPU30BaHHLIA 1242-1 nonk.
MpakTuyeckn NONHOCTLIO
YHUYTOXEHHbLIE B panoHe
HaceneuHblx nyHktos MNo-
aensuur (Podelzig), ByneH
(Wuhden) u Kneccux (Klessin)
HEMELKWEe BOWCKa OTBOAM-
nuce ¢ Goesbix NO3IUUMA, W
3TW NO3WLKK cnegosano 3a-
HATbL Ham. Hac oxuaan Hou-

[loma Ham NoMOraiT BOCMOMWHEHWAMK Hallk hpPOHTOBUKW-BETEPaHbI, @ 30&Ch
y Hac oKka3ancs BeTepaH BepMaxTa, KOTOpbLI BOEBan B 3TUX Kpaax 1 Ternepb NbiTan-

Myuurcxu Xaduy (Mutschinski Heinz), 1925 2oda poxdedus

Extract from the memoirs, Mutschinski Heinz,
born in 1925

In February, 1945 the new regiments were made from the
Hbix Wxon obpasoBLIBanK HOBLIE NOMKW. Aapo ux coctoanona  students of Cadets Infantry Training Schools. Their main body
oHKkepos (npubnuantensHo 25%), k kotopomy aobGasnanuce  was consisted of the cadets (about 25%), to them servicemen

from Volkssturm, Wehrmacht,
even young men of seventeen
were added. We trained In
the Welzlar/Weilburg Military
Academy. In the same way
our 1242™ cadet motorized
regiment was formed

The German troops nearly
completely destroyed in the
vicinity of Podelzig, Wuhden
and Klessin were withdrawn
from combat positions, and
these positions should be
overrun by us. We had a night
march through Malinov to the
frontling in Klessin ahead of
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Opdex Cnaswl mpembel cmeneHu,

KjodorPerrmwineh Grom npuxadnexawud [pom ®edopy MNMemposuyy

Ciebiowom 1925 o e 1k
Leardeschntrerires iiment
der | Belorussisi b ||||:

Limtereergesnt Grom wunde am 21, Mire 195 mil dpim
Rahmesorden 3 Klusse  susgessichiet I dor
Yerleitmngmurbunds heilt ¢ dam

ol Kiowgst wm Klowsin s 23, MGz |8 an diw

Westslte ior Cuder gab o wiarken Widdemsased v

Setion  dev  Clegnens e CleseNilbidlo miny

Untvrwergwinit Girom war Richisehitise an ifow 43 A

Kanpone, davs v fitidlichom Feriee impinde ki i

T R T R I Y —
el e Seollung sl Servivete vinen
es Geyners im divebten Sohift

h Paww ior dban Schfold Rlewnip gommnt, wilohos
AL gt Position s derhang et

Young Communist League).

Ta, ero NoMoLWHKUKa, a no
COBMECTUTENLCTBY YKPOTU-
Tena skckaeatopa lWreda-
Ha, 3ameyaTensHoro nap-
HA, CHOCHO roBOpAWero
no-pyccku Pobepta, ynbib-
YWMBOro TUXOro LuBenyapua
Tomaca — BCEX, C KeM Mbl
uMenu yaosonscreune pabo-
Tatb 3TUM neTom B MNMonbLue,
Mbl nocnewnnn kK HuM. Bee
pagoBanuck HOBOW BCTpe-
4ye, BO3MOXHOCTH NOroBo-
pwUTL, 0BCYANTHL HOBOCTM NO-
WUCKOBOTO ABmeHus B Poc-
CWK 1 HE TONbKO 3To. BoT no-

12.10.1943

No awards.

Called up for military service by Chernigovsky RCC of the Chergovsky Region

Chergovsky Region, Schorsovsky district, village of Losevo-Sloboda
Mother: Dovbysh Kseniya Ivanovna

contributing to our infantry progress.

pocnend ¥ Halu nonbckue
Apyabs — AHgpken n baprek.
Pabotas Ha gpyrom KoHue

Worth of the government award of the Order of Glory of the third degree
Commander of the 218" Guard Rifle Regiment awarded with the Order of the Red Banner ...»

Thank to the local management after lunch we had an opportunity for visiting the local
history museum situated within the school area. In the hope of receiving as much information
as possible we went there immediately. A small exhibit on the second floor of the school was
devoted to the history of the local people from the beginning of time to current times. But most
of all we were interested in the exhibition stand telling about World War I1. it was interesting for
us to see the things used by the locals at the final stage of the war and during the first postwar
years. The people had to survive. They made use of all — a jug was made from a gas mask
canister, dishes and soup ladles made from the panzerfaust bomb case ...

Unfortunately, at the date of this issue publication we failed to find any official information about this
operation. For that reason we will rely on the stories of the eyewitnesses and those materials which we
managed to find. Don't be surprised that the information from the German part will be more abundant.

In the museum we saw the new (at least for us) information about the participation of the
Red Army units in the Klessin assault. It turns out that combats for this area were conducted by
the 77" Guard Rifle Division, and only this division of all the Red Army had the battalion of Glory
that is to say such a battalion in which all the soldiers were awarded with the orders of Glory.

Data from the commendation list kept in school museum:

Grom Fyodor Petrovich, born in 1925. Ukrainian. Member of VLCSM (All-Union Leninist

Junior sergeant, 45-mm gun layer of the 218" Guard Rifle Regiment awarded with the Order of the Red
Banner of the 77" Guard Rifle Chernogovsky Division awarded with the Order of Lenin, Order of the Red
Banner and Order of Suvorov

Nominated for the order of Glory of the third degree

Participated in Patriotic War since April 1944 | the 1st Belorussian Front

Had one battlefield wound

«During the battles for Klessin which was turned by the Hitler's farces info a supporting defensive post
on the west bank of Oder the enemy maintained resistance. On the 23" of March, 1945 the artillery section
of the gun where the comrade Grom was a gun layer in spite of the enemy’s sharp shell- and mortar fire
manhandled the gun into position near one of the houses where the Germans settled down and using point-
blank fire destroyed two firing openings in the house cellar from where the Hitlerites fired from faustpatrones.

More than once repositioned the gun was destroying firing-points and troops of the enemy thus

HOM MapLu 4epe3 MannesHos Ha nepeaHuii kpan cpoHTa B Knec-
chHe. B-A 1 7-R pOThI yXe 3aHANN HEeNOCPedCTBEHHO 3aMoK B
Kneccuxe, a Taioke umenne. Haw Bagop Gbin BLIBEAEH Ha Nno-
UMM ANS NPUKPBITUA Nadros NpubnManTensHo Ha paccTo-
AHUN YeThIPEXCcOT MeTpoB o1 KneccuHa nepen HebGonbinmm
yqacTkamu neca HanpoTUB OBParoe no HanpaeneHuo K Hace-
nexHHomy nyHkTy Nebyc (Lebus). Tam Haxoaunuck easa Boipbi-
Thie OKONbI, FMYyBUHON BCEro OKONo NATUAECHTH CAHTUMETPOB,
a YKPLITUA NWLLL Crerka bbinv NPUKPLITLI 8N0BLIMU BETKAMU.
Tak kak go 10 mapra 1945 ropa Hoesbix ASACTBAN NpakTMYe-
ckn He BbIN0, Mbl CMOMK UCNONB30BaTL 3TO BPEMA ANS yKpe-
MNEHUA HALINX NO3ULIMA,

Yepea HaxopsaLWyocs paoom NoxBUHY mMebl MOMMW BUAETL
NPOCTPaHCTBO Lenukom go Oaepa. Tam BUAHENCA NOCTPOEH-
HBIN PYCCKUMM MOHTOHHBLIA MOCT. [ANA HALLKUX NeXOTHbIX Opy-
AWit OH BLiN CVLLKOM Aanek, Tak 410 pycckwe mornu Becnpe-
NATCTBEHHO OCYLIECTBNATL YKpenneHue CBoMX Nnauaapmos.
B Houb ¢ 9 Ha 10 mapTa Hac NOCeTUN KOMAaHAUP Hallel poTsl,
KOTOPbIA, NPOXOAA Yepes OBpar, efsa He OKa3ancs y PYccKuX,
Okono 3 yacos Houu 5 fomkeH Bein poctaBuTe ero obparHo
B pacnonoMeHue KOMaHAOBaHUA PoTel. Tam ero yxe oxuaan
afbTaHT M3 komaHaosanus GatansoHa. Mel BeINUAKM BTPOEM
HEMHOTO KOHbAKY, NOCAe Yero A BHOBbL OTNPABUICH K HALIUM
noauumam. Beina TemHas, Ho AcHas HoYb. OKONo 4 Yacos yTpa
Mbl C NEATEHAHTOM NPOAOMKUNK paboTy No CTPOUTENLCTBY
ByHkepa. BHe3anHo, Ha paccTosHUK NpUMEPHO ABaauaTti me-
TPOB OT HAC B3OpBanack PYCCKaA rpaHara, 4To Ham, OAHaKo,
He nomewwano npoaomkuTe paboty. Mocne Yero A BHOBbL yChbl-
Luan CBWCT, 1 elle OAHa fpaHaTa B3opBanack noaajun Hac. A

us. The 6" and 7" companies already occupied the castle in
Klessin as well as the land around it. Our platoon was moved to
the positions for protecting the flanks about four hundred meters
from Klessin in front of small woods facing the ravines towards (o
Lebus. There were hurry-scurry cut trenches dnly fifty centimeters
deep, and shelters were only slightly covered with fir branches.
As till March 10, 1945 there were nearly no combal operations,
we could use this period for fortifying our positions,

Over the hollow near us we could see all the area up to Oder
which was within 1,500 meters. A ponton bridge built across
Oder by Russians could be seen there. It was beyond the range
of our infantry cannons, so the Russians might freely fortify their
springboards. On the night of 9/10 March, we had a visit of our
company commander which near was caught by the Russians
while passing through the ravine. Aboul 3 o'clock in the morning
| had to take him back to the company command positions. An
adjutant of the battalion command waited for him there by the
moment. We three drank a little cognac after which | made for
our positions once again. The night was dark but fair. About 4
o'clock in the morning the lieutenant and | continued work on the
bunker construction. All of a sudden, at a distance of about twenty
meters from us a Russian bomb exploded. But this did not deter
us from continuing the work. Thereafter | heard again the whizz,
and another bomb exploded behind us. I'd even noticed that the
fire was directed straight against us. However, we continued our
work. The lieutenant raked out the earth from the trenches, while
| was crushing the side walls from above. Suddenly we heard a
very loud whistling close to us. The lieutenant bent immediately,
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nons, oOHW He cpaay Hac 3ameTunu. Bnpoyem, Mel He ro-
penu xenaHueM NporoBopuTL BCE BPEMSA HaNponeT, no-
aTomy nocne HeboneLworo obwexus, NPUCoeanHUINCE K
HaLWWMM «OpaHXeBbIM» APY3LAM MO MOWUCKY.

Ta yacTte nons, Ha KOTOPOW HaMm NpeacTosAno pa-
BortaTte, Guina paameyena hnaxkamu. Ha Mo Bonpoc:
«410 at0?», AnbbpexT obbACHUN, YTO TEXHONOMMA No-
uCcKa TakoBa: cywlecTsyeT aspocoTockemMka MecTHO-
CTW, cAenaHHas 4Yyepe3 HecKoNbKO AHEel Nocne OKOH-
yaHusa GoeBbIX OEWCTBWA B 3TOM MecTe, KoTopas Ha-
KnaaelBaeTcs Ha coBpeMeHHYH kapTy. MNoTom paccymn-
THIBAKOTCA KOOPAWHATLI MECTHOCTK, BLIACHABTCA, KaK 1
rae NpoxXoaunu TpaHilien, Nocne Yero Bce 3T0 PEeKOoH-
CTpyMpyeTca Ha mecTHOCTU. BoT oTkyaa conaxku. MNpn
noMoLmn rnyBUHHLIX MeTannouckaTenen u akckasarto-
pa Ham npegcTtoano obcnefoBaTte kak MoXHo Gone-
WY TEPPUTOPMIO.

MepBbi AeHb NOMCKa Bbifancs Ha peaKkocTb MHTe-
pecHbiM, Borateim Ha apTedhakTsl M HOBbIE 3HaKOMCTBA.
Beab y Hac goma, B Poccum, npakTuyeckn HeBO3MOXKHO
BLIKONATh, HANPUMEP, «NaHuepdaycT» nnu asToMmaTuye-
CKYI0 BUHTOBKY «LUTYpMreBep». A 30eck — noxanymcra.

Bripouem, npu packonkax, Ham nonaganwuck B OCHOB-
HOM XBOCTOBMKW OT COBETCKMX MUHOMETHBIX MWUH, W
OCKONKW apTUNNEepUACKMX CHapAaoB. A OCTaHKU HEMeLU-
Kux connart obHapyxueanucs nubo sBoece Gea onoaHa-
BaTenbHbIX 3HAKOB, MMBO C LensIMmn xeToHaMun. TonbKo
[BOE U3 HUX, BUAUMO, BbiNKU NOXOPOHEHLI CBOMMK TOBE-
PULLEMK Ha CKOPYH PYKY. o paccka3am MecTHbIX, Npak-
TUMECKU A0 KoHua anpens 1945 roga ageck npoaonka-
nuce Bom 1 Kak TonebKo nep-
Bbl€ XUTENW BEPHYNWCH B
3TW MECTA, TO HAaTKHYNTUCh
Ha TpaHlWeu, B KOTOPbIX
BrepemMeLuKy nexanu pyc-
ckue 1 Hemubl, [1a v B ca-
MOM 3amke KneccuH, oavH

ele 3aMeTun Npyu aToM, Yo
oroHb Bbin Hanpasnex nps-
MO Ha Hac. Tem He MeHee, Mbl
npogonkanu Hawy pabory.
NewteHanT Boirpeban semnio
W3 DKOINE, K Xe ceepxy nona-
TOW paameyan HokoBble CTeH-
KW, Bapyr pAanom ¢ Hamu Mil YCRBILLANK OYEHE CUMBHBIA CBUCT.
NewteHaHT cpaly Xe HaknoHUNCA, a 5§ ynarn B BbipbITYIo AMY.
Ham noseano, BapbiBaMu HUKOro He 3ageno. Mocne atoro ob-
CTpena HacTynuna NonHas THiLKMHa.

Bresanto okono 10 4acor Havyanca Henpekpawaowmuin-
CA TPEX4acoBon yparaHHsii OroHb, 1 UMEHHO MO HalLUM Nosu-
unaM. HUKTO He Mor NOAHATL TONOBLI U3 OKONOB, Bee DuIno B
NOPOX0BO NbINK, NOBCIOAY TPEMENW B3PbLIBLI. [MOTOM KO MHE
NoANCN3 cavuTap v CKa3san, 4To yHTep-oduuepa paHuno nps-
MbiM nonaganvem. OBe HOrM OTOPBAaHLI, TAK YTO OH HUYEM He
MoxeT Bonblue emy nomoss. Kanasii MOr TONLKO HAAEATLES,
YTO B HErO CAMOro GHapaa He nonageT. Mel coBeplueHHOo 3apbi-
NUCH B 3EMMI0, NOSTOMY 8 3TON CUTYALIUW BPSL MW MOXHO Bbi-
no oblaTecA Apyr ¢ ApyroM. Kaxasiin uckan B cBoem OTpeske
camoe rybokoe U, cnefloBaTtensHo, camoe beaonacHoe MecTo.
Kaxabii Hapesnca npu aToMm, 4To Yala cus ero MuHeT. Bee Bo-
KPyr 3aBONOKNO AbIMOM. B Takon cuTyaumu, HY O KaKkon atake
He Morno BbiTs U peun. CtpanHo BbiNo To, Y10 A cam Bein Ao-
BONBHO CNOKOEH. M3 CMOYEHHOW CIIOHOW IMWHLl 8 nenwun ma-
NeHbKkMe QOMUKK, NOKa He BO3HWKIA Lenas OepesHs C uepko-
ebi0. [MoTOM MHE NpULLINA B rONOBY MEICTL O TOM, 4TO Haao Del
cnpATaTh nog cebn moi «MP», 4ToBbl B HEro He nonana rpAss. ..

Tax esiznaden 3amok 8 Kneccuve do 1945 zoda

The first day of our search was extremely interesting,
rich of artifacts and new acquaintances. After all at our
home in Russia it is practically impossible to dig out such
things as a panzerfaust or Sturmgewehr assault rifle. And
here — you are welcome. Al home the memories of our
war veterans made contributions to our work, and here
we had a Wehrmacht veteran which fought in these parts
of the world and now was seeking to find his dead fellows.

Here are those memories that push us involuntarily
back to the distant year of 1941 when our army found
itself in a situation similar in many respects to the one of
the Germans near Berlin in 1945. During the excavations
here we tumbled everywhere only upon tails of Soviet
mortar shells and shrapnel from Soviet artillery shells.
And remains of German soldiers were found either
without any identification marks at all or with intact ID
tags. It seems only two of them were buried in a hurry
by their companions. According to the stories of the local
habitants the battles lasted here until the end of April
more or less. And though it makes one sad to speak of
this but the first habitants returned here encountered the
trenches where fallen Russian and German soldiers laid
mixed together. Moreover, in the castle of Klessin one of
the sheds was fully filled with our dead soldiers. Thus,
we have a lot of work to be done and it seems we must
come here again.

You can postpone work but never lunch — the
Germans never change to their traditions. That's why
prompt at noon we had a
work break and all went
to have lunch, which was
made directly on the place

By evening we have
excavated two Wehrmacht

and | fell into the excavation

I'd managed lo see the salvo

fire (within about two meters),

but by this time | was already
‘within the dead area. We both
were fortunate. Then all sank
into silence. Suddenly about
10 o'clock a 3 hour Incessant hammering fire began, and it was
directed straight against our positions, Nobody could lift a head
from the trenches, all was covered by the gunpowder, explosions
thundered everywhere. Then a medical orderly crept up to me
and said the Unteroffizier had been wounded by a direct hit. His
both legs were tom off, so the medical orderly would not be able
to do anything more aboul this. Everyone could only be hopeful
that the shell would miss him. We all got below ground. so under
these circumstances it was hardly possible 1o communicate with
one another, Each was looking for the deepest and hence the
safest place in his section of trenches. Each was expecting that
he would escape the danger and this horror would pass him by.
All was clouded by the smoke. In this situation the assault was
totally out of the question. It was strange that | myself was quite
calm. From the clay wet with my saliva | mold small houses till
a whole village with the church was made. Then | realized that |
should cover my MP to keep it safe from dirt ...

Suddenly at about 13.00 it became very quite after that we
had to pass through other three rafales. During the last attack
the edge of the trenches crashed down. In this hell about 25-30
of our fellows were killed. All at once a complete silence fell, we
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DKCIMMEAHULIUH

nons, oOHW He cpaay Hac 3ameTunu. Bnpoyem, Mel He ro-
penu xenaHueM NporoBopuTL BCE BPEMSA HaNponeT, no-
aTomy nocne HeboneLworo obwexus, NPUCoeanHUINCE K
HaLWWMM «OpaHXeBbIM» APY3LAM MO MOWUCKY.

Ta yacTte nons, Ha KOTOPOW HaMm NpeacTosAno pa-
BortaTte, Guina paameyena hnaxkamu. Ha Mo Bonpoc:
«410 at0?», AnbbpexT obbACHUN, YTO TEXHONOMMA No-
uCcKa TakoBa: cywlecTsyeT aspocoTockemMka MecTHO-
CTW, cAenaHHas 4Yyepe3 HecKoNbKO AHEel Nocne OKOH-
yaHusa GoeBbIX OEWCTBWA B 3TOM MecTe, KoTopas Ha-
KnaaelBaeTcs Ha coBpeMeHHYH kapTy. MNoTom paccymn-
THIBAKOTCA KOOPAWHATLI MECTHOCTK, BLIACHABTCA, KaK 1
rae NpoxXoaunu TpaHilien, Nocne Yero Bce 3T0 PEeKOoH-
CTpyMpyeTca Ha mecTHOCTU. BoT oTkyaa conaxku. MNpn
noMoLmn rnyBUHHLIX MeTannouckaTenen u akckasarto-
pa Ham npegcTtoano obcnefoBaTte kak MoXHo Gone-
WY TEPPUTOPMIO.

MepBbi AeHb NOMCKa Bbifancs Ha peaKkocTb MHTe-
pecHbiM, Borateim Ha apTedhakTsl M HOBbIE 3HaKOMCTBA.
Beab y Hac goma, B Poccum, npakTuyeckn HeBO3MOXKHO
BLIKONATh, HANPUMEP, «NaHuepdaycT» nnu asToMmaTuye-
CKYI0 BUHTOBKY «LUTYpMreBep». A 30eck — noxanymcra.

Bripouem, npu packonkax, Ham nonaganwuck B OCHOB-
HOM XBOCTOBMKW OT COBETCKMX MUHOMETHBIX MWUH, W
OCKONKW apTUNNEepUACKMX CHapAaoB. A OCTaHKU HEMeLU-
Kux connart obHapyxueanucs nubo sBoece Gea onoaHa-
BaTenbHbIX 3HAKOB, MMBO C LensIMmn xeToHaMun. TonbKo
[BOE U3 HUX, BUAUMO, BbiNKU NOXOPOHEHLI CBOMMK TOBE-
PULLEMK Ha CKOPYH PYKY. o paccka3am MecTHbIX, Npak-
TUMECKU A0 KoHua anpens 1945 roga ageck npoaonka-
nuce Bom 1 Kak TonebKo nep-
Bbl€ XUTENW BEPHYNWCH B
3TW MECTA, TO HAaTKHYNTUCh
Ha TpaHlWeu, B KOTOPbIX
BrepemMeLuKy nexanu pyc-
ckue 1 Hemubl, [1a v B ca-
MOM 3amke KneccuH, oavH

ele 3aMeTun Npyu aToM, Yo
oroHb Bbin Hanpasnex nps-
MO Ha Hac. Tem He MeHee, Mbl
npogonkanu Hawy pabory.
NewteHanT Boirpeban semnio
W3 DKOINE, K Xe ceepxy nona-
TOW paameyan HokoBble CTeH-
KW, Bapyr pAanom ¢ Hamu Mil YCRBILLANK OYEHE CUMBHBIA CBUCT.
NewteHaHT cpaly Xe HaknoHUNCA, a 5§ ynarn B BbipbITYIo AMY.
Ham noseano, BapbiBaMu HUKOro He 3ageno. Mocne atoro ob-
CTpena HacTynuna NonHas THiLKMHa.

Bresanto okono 10 4acor Havyanca Henpekpawaowmuin-
CA TPEX4acoBon yparaHHsii OroHb, 1 UMEHHO MO HalLUM Nosu-
unaM. HUKTO He Mor NOAHATL TONOBLI U3 OKONOB, Bee DuIno B
NOPOX0BO NbINK, NOBCIOAY TPEMENW B3PbLIBLI. [MOTOM KO MHE
NoANCN3 cavuTap v CKa3san, 4To yHTep-oduuepa paHuno nps-
MbiM nonaganvem. OBe HOrM OTOPBAaHLI, TAK YTO OH HUYEM He
MoxeT Bonblue emy nomoss. Kanasii MOr TONLKO HAAEATLES,
YTO B HErO CAMOro GHapaa He nonageT. Mel coBeplueHHOo 3apbi-
NUCH B 3EMMI0, NOSTOMY 8 3TON CUTYALIUW BPSL MW MOXHO Bbi-
no oblaTecA Apyr ¢ ApyroM. Kaxasiin uckan B cBoem OTpeske
camoe rybokoe U, cnefloBaTtensHo, camoe beaonacHoe MecTo.
Kaxabii Hapesnca npu aToMm, 4To Yala cus ero MuHeT. Bee Bo-
KPyr 3aBONOKNO AbIMOM. B Takon cuTyaumu, HY O KaKkon atake
He Morno BbiTs U peun. CtpanHo BbiNo To, Y10 A cam Bein Ao-
BONBHO CNOKOEH. M3 CMOYEHHOW CIIOHOW IMWHLl 8 nenwun ma-
NeHbKkMe QOMUKK, NOKa He BO3HWKIA Lenas OepesHs C uepko-
ebi0. [MoTOM MHE NpULLINA B rONOBY MEICTL O TOM, 4TO Haao Del
cnpATaTh nog cebn moi «MP», 4ToBbl B HEro He nonana rpAss. ..

Tax esiznaden 3amok 8 Kneccuve do 1945 zoda

The first day of our search was extremely interesting,
rich of artifacts and new acquaintances. After all at our
home in Russia it is practically impossible to dig out such
things as a panzerfaust or Sturmgewehr assault rifle. And
here — you are welcome. Al home the memories of our
war veterans made contributions to our work, and here
we had a Wehrmacht veteran which fought in these parts
of the world and now was seeking to find his dead fellows.

Here are those memories that push us involuntarily
back to the distant year of 1941 when our army found
itself in a situation similar in many respects to the one of
the Germans near Berlin in 1945. During the excavations
here we tumbled everywhere only upon tails of Soviet
mortar shells and shrapnel from Soviet artillery shells.
And remains of German soldiers were found either
without any identification marks at all or with intact ID
tags. It seems only two of them were buried in a hurry
by their companions. According to the stories of the local
habitants the battles lasted here until the end of April
more or less. And though it makes one sad to speak of
this but the first habitants returned here encountered the
trenches where fallen Russian and German soldiers laid
mixed together. Moreover, in the castle of Klessin one of
the sheds was fully filled with our dead soldiers. Thus,
we have a lot of work to be done and it seems we must
come here again.

You can postpone work but never lunch — the
Germans never change to their traditions. That's why
prompt at noon we had a
work break and all went
to have lunch, which was
made directly on the place

By evening we have
excavated two Wehrmacht

and | fell into the excavation

I'd managed lo see the salvo

fire (within about two meters),

but by this time | was already
‘within the dead area. We both
were fortunate. Then all sank
into silence. Suddenly about
10 o'clock a 3 hour Incessant hammering fire began, and it was
directed straight against our positions, Nobody could lift a head
from the trenches, all was covered by the gunpowder, explosions
thundered everywhere. Then a medical orderly crept up to me
and said the Unteroffizier had been wounded by a direct hit. His
both legs were tom off, so the medical orderly would not be able
to do anything more aboul this. Everyone could only be hopeful
that the shell would miss him. We all got below ground. so under
these circumstances it was hardly possible 1o communicate with
one another, Each was looking for the deepest and hence the
safest place in his section of trenches. Each was expecting that
he would escape the danger and this horror would pass him by.
All was clouded by the smoke. In this situation the assault was
totally out of the question. It was strange that | myself was quite
calm. From the clay wet with my saliva | mold small houses till
a whole village with the church was made. Then | realized that |
should cover my MP to keep it safe from dirt ...

Suddenly at about 13.00 it became very quite after that we
had to pass through other three rafales. During the last attack
the edge of the trenches crashed down. In this hell about 25-30
of our fellows were killed. All at once a complete silence fell, we
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3amox e anpene 1945 20da

13 capaes Bblfl NMOMHOCTLIO 3aM0MHEH TENamu Hallux
congar. Tak, uto paboTbl NPeacTosno MHOrO. ..

...Ho pabora pabBoton, a oben no pacnucaHulo —
HEMLIbI HUKOrAa He U3MEHSIIOT CBOMM Tpaauuusm. Moa-

soldiers and have done a good deal of groundwork too
for the next day.

To our camp where we would live we drove about
fifteen minutes. On the road, in each village we saw
a lot of various pumpkins — Halloween was coming
and the locals were preparing to it. Children were
putting on various costumes, and were with bags
running around and visiting neighbors in the hope
of receiving some delicious food. All in all, it was
something like our Maslenitsa festival (also known
as Pancake week) ...

After having got to a place we saw a common summer
camp similar to the camps of Russian Young Pioneers.
The difference between that camp and Young Pioneer
camp was, however, apparent.

Rooms for four persons, each room equipped with
a wash stand, heating system, set of bedclothes. There
was a shower and bathroom on the floor, large meal
included breakfast and dinner (lunch as previously
mentioned was served at the field)

The evening was dedicaled to the acquaintance
with the rest of our team members. The VGBO
organization has gathered under its wings the
searchers from Poland, Holland, Germany, Switzerland
and Russia. It is difficult to determine how many of us
were there because all the time some left while others,
on the contrary, arrived.

In the morning - the time for getting up, breakfast
and work again. A stream of cars from the camp moves
towards Klessin. The excavator opens methodically
the earth hopeful of luck. By the way, the Lady
Luck smiled on Stefan several times. It was he who

BHesanHo okono 13.00 HacTynuna TUWWHA, nocne 4Yero
HaMm, TEM He MeHee, NPULLNOCE NEPEXUTL ELLE TPW BOMHbLI Or-
HA. MNpw nocnenHei atake Ha Hac pyxHyn kpai okona. B atom
any norunbnu 25-30 Hawwux ToBa-
puuien. Bopyr Hactynuna abco-
NIOTHaA TUWKHA, MBI yenbliwanu
«ypa» pycckux, U nenTeHaHT Tu-
Awk ckazan: «Onu nayTy. B nopo-
XOBbIM AbIMY Ha PaccTOAHWKA NpK-
MEpHO ABaguaTti — TpuauaTM me-
TPOB Nepea Hami W3 oBpara nos-
BWNAcL NepBas LWepeHra atakyio-
wx. Mo, nATEPO OCTABIUMXCH B
KMBBIX, YBUAENK, YTO NPOTUBOCTO-
ALWNA HaM NPOTUBHUK HAXOAWTCH
B8 Bonblwom YUCNeHHOM NpesBoc-
xofcTBE. HECMOTPA Ha Bee npef-
MNPUHATLIE MHOW MEpPbI NPEAncTo-
POMHOCTH, MOE DpyKue Bbino He-
nenpasHo. PAnom co mMHOW BAPYT
BO3HUK 17-NETHUA NynemeT4mk.
Caoit nynemer «MG» oH Bpocun
B Npasow cTopoxe okona. Mocnea-
HUE TPU [AHA 3TOT HECHACTHLIN He
MOT Cnare 0T cTpaxa u Boabyxae-
HWUA, 4TO BLING BNONHE NOHATHO.
Ero rnasa tak pacnyxnu, 4To Mx
npakTuyecky He Beino suaHo. H,

Myvurcku Xatuny, cryems 65 nem

heard the Russian «hurrah!», and the lieutenant Tidic said: «Here

they comes». In the smoke of gunpowder at the distance of about

twenty-thirty meters the first row of attackers appeared before us

from the ravine. We, five survivors, saw
that the enemy had a considerable
numerical superiority. In spite of all
my precautions taken my weapon
was damaged. When suddenly a
machine gunner of seventeen years
old appeared beside me. He threw his
machine gun MG in the right side of
the trenches. The last three days this
luckless youth couldn't sleep because
of fear and excitement, | understood
him very well, His eyes were so puffed
that they were quite indistinguishable.
| for one in my age of 19 was in the
battles in Ukraine and Romania
(today's Moldavia) and came to terms
with the death. But this was a real hell
It would be exaggeration to say that
| wasn'l scared. However, the desire
for surviving gave me an outburst
of energy. | shouted to the machine
gunner: «Carry your gun now!». |
gave my MP lo the lieutenant.

The first and then the second

Hanpumep, B MOW NeBATHadUa b,

waves of the Russians were coming
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SKCIHEANUIIUA

TOMY pPOBHO B iBEHaAUaTh
HacTynwn nepepeis, U BCe
OTNPaBUNNCEL NEPEKYCUTB,
Bnaro obeg rotoBunu Nps-
MO Ha MecTe.

K Bevyepy moxHo 6bino
KOHCTaTUpOBaTL, Y4TO NoA-
HATLI OBa conparta Bep-
mMaxrta, Ho ecTe HapaboT-
KW W Ha cneayoLwwni AeHb.

Ho nareps, roe Ham
nNpeacTosno XuTe, exa-
NW OKOMO MATHAAUAaTH Mu-
HyT. Mo gopore, B Kaxaon
NepeBHe Mbl BCTpedanu
OrPOMHOE KONWYeCTBO ca-
MblIX pa3HoobpasHbix ThikB
— HacTynan XenmnoyuH u
MECTHbIE XWUTENN akTUBHO
K HEMY roToBvnuce, Bapoc-
Nble HapsXanuck B pas-
NWYHBIE KOCTIOMBI, 8 AeTu
C melukamn Beranu no co-
cegsM B Hagexae nony-
YUTb BKYCHOE YTOWEHHE. .,

Ho6paswwnck Ao me-
cTa, Mbl yBuaeny obbikHo-
BEHHbLIN «NWOHEepPCKUiA na-
repb». OgHako pasHuua
MeXay HawuMm oBbIMHBIM
narepem u atum, cpasy
6pocunachk B rnasa.

KomHatbl Ha 4eTBepbIX,
B KaXAoOM HOMepe yMbi-
BankLHWK, OTOMMNEHNe, KOMMIEKT Ynuctoro Benes. dyw v Ty-
aneT Ha aTaxe, Aa ¥ NUTaHWe: 3aBTPaK W YKUH — «LLUBef-
CKUI cTON», HY @ 06e, Kak 1 roBopvriocs Bhilue, Ha paboTe.

Aapothomockemka cdenanHas & pauone Kneccuda 3 anpens 1945
2oda, wepes Heckonbko dell nocne okoxvaxusa boee, Ha el
OMUYSIMIUBn 8UOHL! NUHUL OKONDE U BOPOHKU

found some soldiers. And
the Dutch distinguished
themselves -
they discovered two
Wehrmacht soldiers
with a bomb box, they
caught it with the ground
search detector. But also
the «German detector»
in hands of our friend
had luck — and another
Wehrmacht soldier has
been found with the help
of ordinary sprays — this
method is used in Russia
to find a place where there
is water for digging a well.
Ultimately we also have
luck — together with Stefan
we have found another
soldier.

It is getting on for the
noontime but the present
day is the Memorial Day
in Germany when the
dead soldiers shall also
be remembered. That's
why instead of dinner we
go to the centre of Klessin
where we are going to
lay a wreathe at the
monument to all soldiers
who fought in this land
during World War Il. The monument was built by the
Wehrmacht veterans to commemorate the Russian and
German soldiers who had fallen in March-April 1945.

nobeisan yxe B 6oax Ha YkpauHe u B PymbiHun (ceroaHail-
Hen Mongaenn), n yKe Koe K Yemy yenen npuebikHyTe. Ho ato
Bbin HacToAWMA ag, v Bbino Bbl NpeyBenUUYeHWem ckasarb,
Y70 A He MenbiTbiBan cTpaxa. Oanako xenaHne BebkUTb Bbl-
3BAN0 BO MHE B3pLIB aHEPrUW. H KpUKHYN nynemeTyuky: «Ta-
Wy ckopee nynemertl».

MepBagd, a 3aTem U BTOpPas BONHa aTakoBaBLUMX HAC pyc-
ckux Bee npubnmkanace. Ha Bery, oHu cTpenanu u3 asToma-
ToB. B cyuHocTu, A Gbin Aaxe paj, 4TO Havyanack ataka, u
4TO 3aKOHYMNAack WUrpa B NPATKW NOA yparaHHbIM orHem, Kor-
[la COBEPLIEHHO HE MoXelwb cebs sawmntnts. Opyxusa y me-
HA No-npexHemy He Beino, Noatamy A Norposun npubnikas-
WEMYCS KO MHE PYCCKOMY, KOTOPLIA Bbin yKe Ha paccToaHuu

rAe-To AeCATU METPOB, KynakoM. OH Norpo3usn MHe B OTBET U

BLICTPENWUN. A ocTaeancs, COBEpLIEHHo cnokoeH W noaymar,
410 Bow ByaeT kpaike TaXensIM. B 370 Xe Bpems pycckue cra-
nu 3abpacsiBaThk Hac py4YHbIMK rpaHaTamu. OgHa u3 Hux yna-
na npsamMo Mexzy HOramMu MOero NockbiLHOND, KOTOPbIA Haxo-
AWUNCA NPUMEPHO B YeThipex MeTpax oT meHA. O atoro ga-
He He 3ameTun. A NpeirHyn K Hemy, XoTen ero oTTalluTe, HO
TYT rpaHata ssopeanace. MNockinbHLIA NONYYUNKM paHeHne B
Hory u B 06e pyku, 4To BelBeno ero ua Bos. HakoHeu npuxec-
Ny NyNemer, 4To Aano MHe BO3MOXHOCTL AnA Bonee aktue-
HOro yyacrus B 6oio.

Takum oBpasom, Ham yaanock oTbWTb NEPBYI0 U BTOPYIO
BONHY aTaku pycckux. 3atem A yBuaen caanu, HaucKocok oT
Hac, KpacHoapMenua, KOTopLIn NPOPBAncs 3a Halu oKonb! 1
Tenephb LeNWncs B MEHA caanu. A noanpeirHyn, cxsartun nyne-
MET, ¥ Ha4an cTpenaTe oT Beapa B HanpaeBneHun KpacHoap-

closer and closer. While running they shot from their rifles.
Generally speaking, | was glad that the assaull had begun,
and that hide-and-seek game under the hammering fire when
you couldn't defend yourself was over. Since | had no weapon
I shook fist at a Russian approaching to me who was already
within about ten meters. He shook fist at me in return and took a
shot. | stopped for a moment and thought this would be a heavy
fighting. At this time the Russians began to bomb us. One of the
bombs fell right between the legs of my messenger who was
about four meters away from me. He didn't see it. | made a jump
towards him to pull him away but just then the bomb exploded.
The messenger was wounded in the leg and both arms, and
he became incapacitated. Finally, they carried the machine gun
what gave me the possibility of being more active in the combat.

In such a way we managed to shatter the first and the
second assault waves of the Russians. Then | saw behind, at
an angle, a Red Army man who smashed through our trenches
and was aiming at me from behind. | jumped up, grasped the
machine gun and began o shoot at random in the direction of the
Red Army man. Of course, | could not hit the target: the bullets
gol below sand in front of him. He plunged down. | saw in this
my chance. | thought to myself: «Now he must act exactly in the
same manner as we had been instructed». | jumped with the
machine gun into the trenches. The lieutenant shouted: «The
third wave is coming!» Suddenly at the distance of one meter
from us, from the left, the Red Army man emerged. | was ready
for this, and it saved me. All the events happened in less than
no time, and now it is impossible to commit it to writing ...
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® Momosumcs o6ed Ha npupode

Beuep npoluen nog 3HakoM 3HaKOMCTBA C OCTanbHbi-
MK 4yneHamn Hawew rpynnel. MNMog dnarom «V.B.G.O.»
cobpanuce nouckoBukn ua Monebwu, Nonnadauu, MNep-
maHuun, Weenuapum n Poccuu. Mo konuyecTsy ydacT-
HWKOB 3TOW 3Kcneauuuy onpeaennutecs Buino cnox-
HO, TaK KaK KTO-TO NOCTOSIHHO yeakan, a kTo-T1o, Haobo-
poT, NpUesaxan.

YTpoM nogbvemM, 3aBTpak u cHosa Ha paboTy. Bepe-
HWL|A MALLWH OT nareps Belie3xaeT B cTOpoHy KneccuHa.

3KckaBaTop METOAWYHO BCKPLIBAN MPYHT, B HAOEX-
ne Ha yaavy. OHa W BNpAMb HECKONBKO pas ynkibHynacs
LWredaHy: Heckonkko congaTt Hawern MMeHHo oH. BoT u
ronnadfubl OTAWYUNUCE — 3aUenunin Ha «rnyBuHHWKY
OBYX HEMUEB ¢ AWnkom rpaHaT. Ewe oauy conpar sep-
maxta bbbl HanfeH ¢ NOMOLWbLIO... ODbIYHBLIX BETOYEK,
TEM METOAOM, KaKUM Y Hac ULLYT MecTo, TAe ecTb BoAa,
Ons packonku konogua (nogobHo Hawemy wyny, npo-
3BaHHOMY eBponeluamu «pPycCKMM AETEKTOpOoM», 3TO
npucnocobneHve Hapeknu «HemeuKMM OEeTEeKTOpoM» ).

At the monument the veteran, an old Wehrmacht
officer, and now just a German, makes a brief speech
addressing to all of us, and, perhaps, not only to us but
to those who has fallen in that war and says that any kind
of shall be stopped. He also says that we shall respect
and commemorate the fallen soldiers.

Together we lay the wreathe — a Russian searcher
and an old Wehrmacht soldier. Maybe this is as it
should be ..

Then a moment of silence follows. But it turns out that
there is a local tradition — the tradition of hunters. While
the moment of silence continues it is necessary to blow
the horn. No mere any horn but a horn of hunters which
have hunted around here from the beginning of time. And
this tradition has never been offended.

And al the excavation they have been long ago
eating, and the lunch could not have come at a better
time. We are sitting and drinking the Russian vodka

3a patomol, MoxHo u mak Hassisame MoUcKosoe deuxeHue

meiua. KoHeyHo, NonacTs B HEro 8 He MOr: NYNW 3apLIBanuck
nepeq HUM B Necok. OH HeIpHYN BHW3. A nogyman npo cebs:
«Tenepk OH NOCTYNWUT UMEHHO TaK, kKak Hac y4unu». A Bpocun-
cA C nyneMetomM B okon. JledTeHaHT sakpuyan: «Mper Tpetes
sonHaly BHesanHo Ha paccTosHWM 0fHOro MeTpa OT Hac cresa
NOABKIICH KpacHoapmeell. f 3Toro oxuaan, 4To MeHA U cnac-
no. Bee BOKpYr MEHS MPOMEXOAMNO O4YeHb BLICTPO, MHOTOE He-
BO3MOXHO M3NOXWTL Ha Bymare. ..

MoTom Ham yaanock 0TBUTE W TpeTbio ataky. BuesanHo
Mexay Halumu okonamu (B HUx Buinu Tonbko norubluune) u
3amkom KneccwH nosiennuck ABa tadka T-34. Onn npeanpu-
HANW NONLITKY NPOPbIBA B HANpPaBNeHnn pacnonoXeHna Ko-
maHaoBaHusa poTsl. Toraa Buno Takoe npasuno; KTo noaobset
TaHk, nonyyaet 14 gHen otnycka. MHe o4eHb X0Tenock ux no-
ny4uTs. Ho rpaHartel, cUrHansHelil NUCTONET U NPOYaA amyHu-
LMA NeXany 8 yKpbiTUW Ha paccTosHug NPUMEpPHO Tprauarm
METPOB N0 HanNpaBneHuo K TaHky. NlefiTeHaHT cTan npukpbl-
BaTk MEHA OrHeMm, a A nobexan K ykpeiTuio, 4Tobkl NpUHeCTK
opyxue. Ho Tam nputannuce TpW kpacHoapmenua. OHu Tak
Ke MCNyranuchk 0T HEOXUAAHHOCTH, kak U 8. A cymen cxea-
TUTh TOMbKO ABE rPaHaThl U CYMKY C CUTHANbHBIM NUCTONETOM
n y6exarte. C rpaHatoil B pyke s nobexarn no HanpasneHuio K
Tauky, 4Tobe! NpubBNUaUTECA Ha paccToaHue BeicTpena. Ove-
BWHO, B TAHKe MeHs 3ameTnnn, U npubasunu rasy, Tak 4To
MOl 3ambicen noTepnesn Heyaady. 5l BHOBb BEPHYNCH k CRO-
eMmy «MG» yfobul oTGMBATEL HOBLIE aTaku. B obLiei cnoxHo-
CTI Hac aTakoBan uensii GaTanLoH.

HeoxuaanHo R nonysun yaap e weto. Co cropoxbl Oaepa
M3 OBpara no Ham Bero OroHb pycckoe opyaue. Ockonok cHa-

Then we also managed to shatter the third assault. Suddenly
two tanks T-34 appeared in the area between our trenches (only
the dead remained there) and the castle of Klessin. They made
a shot at penetrating in the direction of the company command
disposition. At that time there existed such a rule: a soldier who
brews up a tank can have 14 days of leave. | was anxious to
get it. But antitank bombs, flare gun and other ammunition were
covered in the place at the distance of about thirty meters towards
the tank. The lieutenant began to give firing cover, and | ran to
the place with ammunitions. But there were three Red Army men
there. They were as scared as | was. | managed to grasp only two
bombs and a bag with a flare gun and ran away. Using one bomb
| could make for myself an access to the tank. Carrying the last
bomb | ran towards the tank to get closer to the tank within shot.
Obviously, those who were in the tank noticed me and opened
up the engine, and my plan failed. | returned to my MG to shatter
new assaults. This time a whole battalion assaulted us in all

Unexpectedly, | received a blow on my neck. From Oder
out of the ravine the tank destroyer carried firepower against us.
The shell splinter hit the right part of my neck. A heavy bleeding
began immediately. Thankfully, the carotid was not affected. My
tongue swelled so that | couldn't speak nor close my mouth. The
lieutenant Tidic stanched me after which | gave him the machine
gun. Now | also became incapacitated. My messenger and | started
to retrograde. We had to creep in some distance from T-34s that
were pushing forward. Meanwhile the machine-gun firing was
conducted against us. Passing the 53.9 height we proceeded
on the road Podelzig-Lebus. To our astonishment, we saw the
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Ceamenu..

HakoHel-To Be3eT U Ham — BmecTe co LlitedpaHom Ha-
XOQWUM OfHOro conaara.

Bpema K nonyaHio, Ho ceroaHs B MepmaHuy AeHb nams-
TH BCEX yconiuux 1 BmecTo obefia Mbl BiedKaem B LEHTP
KrnieccuHa, rge Ham nNpeacTouT BO3NOXUTL BEHOK K NamAT-
HWKY BOEBEBLLUWM Ha 3TOW 3emne B rofbl BTopon Mmuposoit
BOWHbI. Memopuan Bbin coopyeH BeTepaHaMin BepMaxTa,
KaK AaHb NaMsATh congatam — PYCCKMM M HEMELKUM, Mo-
ruBLumm B paitoHe KneccuHa B mapte—anpene 1945 roga.

Y namaTHUKa BeTepaH — BbiBLWWMA othuLlep Bepmax-
Ta, NnpousHocuT Hebonblwyio peys, o6palwascs Ko Bcem
Ham, a MOXeT W He TONbKO K HaM, @ BCeM TeM, KTO no-
rvb B ToM BoWHE, 0 TOM, 4TODLI HUKOrAa He Beina Bonk-
e BOWHbl. YTO Mbl AOMKHLI YBAXATbL U YTUTL NaMATL
norublumnx congar.

with an old German soldier. The third glass for the
commemorations of the dead souls, and our Hans never
once missing any toast says goodbye to everyone and
gets into his «Opel-Astra» and drives away. He is likely to
forget that he is 83 years old after all. And we remember
our veterans and suddenly feel sadness in our hearts ..

It is getting dark imperceptibly, and our company
gathers in the camp for dinner is waiting for us. Later we
have seen a newsreel of battles in Klessin, viewed by the
Germans. Unfortunately, we don't understand German,
therefore we hold to our opinion that the Red Army is
the strongest. After the movie all got together to share
opinions about the search. The Germans told how they
took part in search expeditions in the Demyansk Pocket
and in Sinyavino. The Dutch shared impressions about
their work near Volgograd. We showed a film about our
searchers work in Smolensk and Novgorod Regions
Unfortunately, it was our last evening when every one of
us was there. The next day all people would return home.

pAaa nonan MHe B Npasyo YacTsb Wwen. Cpasy Havanock cuib-
Hoe kpoBoTeyeHne. Cnaea Bory, coHHas aptepus Bbina He 3a-
pera, F3biK BCMyX TaK, YTO 51 HE MOT HW FOBOPWTh, HU 33KPbITL
pot. JledTeHanT TUAKK Nepesn3an MeHs, nocne Yero A oTaan
emy nynemeT. Takum oGpasom, A Toxe Boibbin U3 cTpos. Mel,
BMECTE C MOWM NOCLINLHLIM, CTanKu 0TCTYNaTh Hasas.
Munogsas eicoTy 53,9, Mbl npocneagosanu no gopore Mo-
pensuwr—Nlebyc. K Hawemy yaueneHwio, Ha obo4mHeE Mbl yBu-
Aenu Tpynel Tpex pycckux conaat. Buawmo, oHw npopeanuck
K Aopore eule A0 TOro, KaKk Hale OTAENEHWE 3aHANO CBOM
nosuuKMK, Ho KoHTpaTaka oTbpocuna ux k Ogepy, B HU3UHY.
Hopora Ha Mogensuur Beina Ans Hac 3aKkpelTa: No Hel Ben-
ca obctpen, u nepepuiBbl MeXy BhicTpenamu Geink He Go-
nee asaguaty cexyHd. C HaluMu paHeHnAMK Mbl HE MOTIK
nepeasuraThes roa orHem. Nostomy mel nepecekni ynuuy v
nobexanu B 3ananHom Hanpaenexwn vepes nons. Mo aopo-
re Mbl YBUAENK HEMELKoe opyaue, PAAOM C KOTOPbIM Nexa-
nun Tpoe yBuTtkix congar. Bapyr, npubnuauTensHo B cTa me-
Tpax nepen Hamu, y KenesaHoAopPOXHOW NUHUK NOABUNUCHE
HEMEeLKMe CoNnAathl ¢ opyxkuemM Hanarotosky. OHW He cMornk
pacnosHaTe B Hac HemueBs. Fl e He MOr rOBOPUTL, MOT TOMbL-
KO MaxaTk pykamu. YHudopma Bbina LUenukom nokpbita rps-
3610 U KPOBLI. Ho HyxHO Guino Gexats ganeswe. OcrasaTb-
€A Ha mecTe o3Hauano Bbl Ans Hac BepHbIn KoHel. Koraa Mol
Bbinu NpuBNMaNTENLHO Ha PACCTORHWM ABAAUATH METPOB OT
HUX, NPO3BYYan, HaKkoHeLl, Npukaa: «ONYCTUTL OPYXUE, 3T0 Xe
yHTep-oduuep Myuunckn!» Mpukas otaan odwuep us wraba
BartansoHa, ¢ KOTOPbIM § ELE B TPU Yaca HOYW MU KOHLAK.
Mens TyT e oTeenu B Byaxy nytesoro obxoauuka, a moero

bodies of three dead Russian soldiers off the road. They seemed
to slice through defenses to the road before our subdivision had
taken up its positions but the counterattack brushed them aside
towards Oder, to the bottorn land. The road to Podelzig was closed
for us: the enemy kept it under fire and the breaks between shots
were not more than twenty seconds. Having been wounded we
couldn't move under fire. That is why we crossed the street and ran
westward through fields. On the way we saw a German cannon
and three dead soldiers next to it. Suddenly within about of 100
m before us the German soldiers appeared at the railroad with
guns at the ready. They couldn't identify us as Germans. | couldn't
speak, | was able only to flourish my arms. The uniform was totally
covered with dirt and blood. But we needed to run forward. To
stay where we were meant a sure death for us. When we were
about 20 m from them the order was heard at last. «Lower down
the guns, that's Unteroffizier Mutschinskil» The order was given
by that officer from battalion headquarters with whom | had drunk
cognac in three o'clock in the moming. | was taken to the booth
of the lineman and my orderly — to the bunker situated behind it.
They applied a new dressing over the old one.

Suddenly in close vicinity to us heavy artillery shells started
bursting. All people ran to take caver, only | kept my seat. | was
totally exhausted. Using the signs | asked to give me a pencil and
some paper. | outlined the area and made the description of the
combat. The Unteroffizier Spalt who was sitting on the roof framing
and was observing the area shouted: «White signal flares from the
foresty. Then | said this was the lieutenant Tidic with two soldiers as
it was | who had left the flare gun to him. Since then | have never
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BECTOBOIO — B HaxoauBLMCa noaanw byHkep. MNoeepx cra-
POl NOBASKK HANOXKUNK HOBYIO.

Bapyr 8 HenocpeacTBeHHOW BNM30OCTW OT Hac Havanu
pBaThCH TAXENLIE apTUNNepuinckue cHapaabl. Bee nobexa-
N B YKpbITWE, TOMbLKO A OCTAncA cuaetb. Y MeHs npocto
He Buino Bonblue cun. 3Hakamu 8 fan noHATe, YTebbl MHe
nanu kapaspaw u Bymary, H caenan Habpocok MECTHOCTH
1 cocTasun onucanue npoweawero 6oa. TyT yHTep-ocuuep
WnansT, KOTOpPLIA HaxoAWncs B kavectee Habnwaawuwe-
ro Ha cTponunax, KpMkHyn: «bensle curHaneHbie paketsl
W3 neca», A coobWun, 410 370 NeATeHanT TUAWK ¢ ABYMSA
conparamu, Tak Kak curHanbHblil NnUCTONET eMmy ocTtasun
A cam. 06 aTux Tpex A BonbLe HUYEro He CRbIWarn, u No cen
AEHL, OHW YWcrATeA nponaswumn Bes sectun. Mocne yero
u A cnyctunca B ByHkep v Bnepasie 3a 14 gqHel okasanca
B TENJ0M NOMELLEHWNN.

Hanewe rocnutans. Ho Hagexnaa Ha To, YTO €O AHA Ha
AeHb BOWHA 3aKOHYMTCH, K COXaneHwio, He onpasganacs.
A Oein oTnpaeneH B MioHxeH, Tam Hac cHoBa Gpocunu B Boi,
1 30 anpena A BeIN B3AT B NNEH aMepUKaHLaMK Y HACENEHHO-
ro nyskra @ensgmoxudr (Feldmoching) BBnnan Mionxena, Ye-
pes nareps ®opcreHdensadpyx (Firstenfeidbruch) n Xains-
GpoxH (Heilbronn) Hac otnpaeunu B Mauc (Le Mans), rae mei
Obinn npoaansl amepukadlamm hpanuysam B kadecree pabo-
yei cunel. B dhespane 1948 rona s BepHynca oMoy,

BoT Takue BOCNOMWHAHWS, HEBONLHO NEpPeHOCALME Hac
B ganexnia 1941-i, korga cnoxHan obctaHoBka Ans Hawen oT-
cTynawlen apMuy Beina BO MHOTOM CXOMa C CUTYaumuein Hem-
ues B8 1945-m nop BepnuHom.

Heuzsecmubill cosemckull condam, HatdeHHbIl
8 palione Kneccuna ocexsio 2009 2o0da

Jy e A . ' &

WikonsHel myael. Madenus m
npomusoaaanozo Gayxa

MHBIX Kumeneal — KyalwuH u3

heard about these three men and to the present day they are on
the list of missing persons. Thereafter | walked down to the bunker
and for the first time in two weeks | found myself in a warm room

Then was the hospital. But the hope of seeing the war
terminated was proved to be wrong, unfortunately. | was sent to
Munich, after we were thrown into the fray again, and in April, 30
| was captured in prison by the Americans near the settlement
Feldmoching in the vicinity of Munich. Through the camps of
Fiirstenfeldbruch and Heilbronn we were sent to Le Mens where
we were sold by the Americans to the French as labor force. In
February, 1948 | returned homen.
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Mol BO3naraem BEHOK BMECTE — PYCCKUM NOUCKOBUK
1 BeiBWMIA conpaT BepmaxTta. HaBepHoe, B TOT MOMEHT
He mMorno BbiTe uHave. ..

CnegyeT MmuHyTa monyanus. Ho, okaabiBaeTcs, ecTb
MECTHas Tpaauumsa — Tpaauums OxOoTHWKOB. Bo Bpems
MUHYThI MON4YaHWS HYXHO NPoTPYbuTk B ropH. He npo-
CTO B FOPH, @ B FOPH OXOTHWKOB, KOTOPLIE UCTMOKOH Be-
KOB OXOTMNUCH B 3TUX MecTax. M aTa Tpaguuus ewle Hu
pasy He Hapyluanachk.

A Ha packone ye AaBHO easaT, u obes Kak Herb3as
ketatu. Mbl cMaAMM U NbEM PYCCKYI0 BOAKY € BbIBLUMM He-
meukum conaatom. Mo TpeTben 3a NOMUH AyLuK, U Haw
XalHy, HY pasy He NponycTUB TOCTa, NONPOLLaBLUIUCE
co BCEMMW, caguTcs 3a pynb ceoero «Onenb-Actpa» u
yeaxaeT, HaBepHoe, no3abbi, YTo emy yxke 83 roga. A
Mbl BCTOMUHaEM HaLLMX BETEPAHOB W Ha Aylue CTaHo-
BUTCH FPYCTHO...

HeaameTHo TemHeeT 1 Hala komnanws cobupaertcs
B nareps, rAe Hac XOET YXKUH U KMHOXPoHUKa o Bosix B
KneccuHe rnasamu Hemues. K coxaneHuio, No-Hemewkn
Mbl HE NMOHUMAaeM, NO3TOMY OCTaeMCsi NPKU CBOEM MHe-
Huu, 410 KpacHaa Apmus Bcex cunesHen. MNMocne npocMo-
Tpa Bce cobpanuce NoaenuTLCs CBOMM MHEHWEM O NOo-

Kopobox cnuvek, HalidenHsill y cosemckozo condama

ucke. Hemubl pacckasbiBanu, Kak OHW NPUHUManW y4a-
CTUE B MOMCKOBbIX 3Kcneanuusx B [IEMAHCKOM KOTNE W
B CunsABuHO. MlonnaHausl nogenvunucs BnevaTneHnamu
o pabote nog Bonrorpagom. Mel nokasanu gwnem o pa-
BoTe poccuickux nouckosukoe B CmoneHckoin u Hoe-
ropoackon obnactax. K coxanenuio, ato Gein nocnea-
HWI BEYEP B NONHOM COCTABE, Ha CNeayoLWnA eHb BCe
pasbeaxanuck No goMam.

YTpOM paHo, BblEXaB Ha MEcTo, BCE C HOBbIMW Cuna-
MU B3snuck 3a paboty. OnATL ryauT akckasartop, pas-
Gpenucs NO BCEMY NOJIKO NOUCKOBWKW, B Haaexae no-
MOub elle xoTs Obl ogHoMy 6e3 BecTy nponaeLuemy con-
Aaty. B TeyeHne gHs B TpaHLwiee yaanock HaWTH 1 noa-
HATL eLle TPOUX HEMELIKMX COMAarT, K coXaneHuo, Bo-
obwe bes kakux-nubo nuuHbIx Bewen. [la v konuyecTeo
OCTaAHKOB aTUX HecuyacTHblX BbINO MUHUManNbHbLIM. He-
gocrtatka Boenpunacoe y KpacHoi Apmun B KOHLie BO-
MHbI yxe He Bbino.

Kcratu, o Goenpunacax. Bee, 4To Gbino HanaeHo B
xone pabot, Bes ucknovenun, Beino otaavo cnyxbe,
KOTOpas 3aHMMaeTcs pasMUHUpoBaHWem. 310 repmaH-
ckuia aHanor Hawero MYC, HO TONbKO YaCTHbIWA, U NOWUC-

Ocmanku condam eepmaxma, 3anaxaqHbix @ oKone

Having arrived at the site early in the morning all
men set to work with renewed vigor. Again the excavator
was humming, the searchers were dispersing all over
the field in the hope of making a difference for at least
one missing soldier. Throughout the day we managed to
find and to excavate three other German
soldiers in the trenches, unfortunately,
without any personal items at all. And
indeed the remains of those poor fellows
were least. The Red Army was not short
of ammunition towards the end of the war.
Talking of ammunition. All that was found
in the course of works, every single item,
was handed over to the service which
was involved in mine neutralization. This
is a German equivalent of our Ministry
of Emergency Situations but only this is
a private service, and the members of
the search team have to pay out of their
own pockets for the assistance of such
specialists during works. Otherwise, it is
prohibited to carry out works without their
permission.

After the search works have been
finished the excavator flattened completely the dug field
area and a half a team went out with rakes and pailfuls
of oat to sow the fields where excavations were made.
Those were the local conditions of search works.

WikonbHeild Mysed. Lymoaxa L3 cemku om HeMeUKo2o Npomueozasa
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KOBUKam Npu nposefeHun paboT NpUXoaUTCS M3 CBOe-
ro KapMaHa onnaYvBaTth NPUCYTCTBUE 3TUX cneunanu-
cToB. B npotueHom cnyyae, 6ea ux paapelueHunsa pabo-
Thl NPOW3BOAUTE 3aMPELLEHO.

Mocne 3apeplweHns nccnefoBaHuin, aKckasaTop
NONHOCTB PA3POBHAN NOBPEXOEHHYID TEPPUTOPUID
nons, W NONoBUHa OTPAAAE Beilwna ¢ rpabnsamMu 1 non-
HbIMW BElpaMW OBCa 3acewBaTb MecTo, rae nposo-
AWnuce packonku. TakoBbl MECTHbie YCIOBUA MOUC-
KOBbIX paborT.

Mepen Tem kak paccraTtbes, Ham Bbino Heobxoau-
MO onpefenuTe Ha BpeMeHHoe XpaHeHne OCTaHku Tpu-
HaguaTv HauaeHHslx conaat u oduuepos Bepmaxta. Ho
cHadana mbl pelunnu nocetuTk bpartckoe knanbuiiie co-

CoemMecmHoe 80anoxeHue 8eHKa K MO2UITe cosamcKux condam

Bolawud oghuuep eepmaxma
neped BOINOKEHUEM BEBHKA K NAMAMHOMY KaMHIO

Hemeukxan spemaqka

DEUTSLHE
KRIEGST It

Mepmarckoe soeqHoe knadbuwe fadmaew

Prior to parting we had to find a place for a temporary
storage of remains of thirteen found Wehrmacht soldiers
and officers. But in the first place we decided to visit a
brotherhood cemetery of Soviet soldiers perished when
breaking through the enemy's defenses at the Seelow
Heights.

The War Memorial is situated in the city of Lebus,
several kilometers from Klessin. On the way the guys
told that according to the results of search works since
1991 the remains of 740 Soviet soldiers and officers
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BETCKMX congar, normbwmnx npu npopeiBe ykpennenni  discovered in this area were buried here. And the

| NPOTUBHMKA Ha 3eenoBCKUX BbiCOTax remains of 4, 537 military are buried in the memorial
BouHckuit memopuan pacnonoxed 8 ropoge ebyc, in all. Of which 1.731 men have been identified, and

B HECKONBLKUX kunomeTtpax oT KneccuHa. Mo nopore pe- 2, 806 have been unnamed. We laid a wreath, said
DATa pacckasanu, 4To B peaynbTaTe nouMckoBbix pabor, a few warm words in memory of the fallen for the
HauuHas c 1991 roaa, 3aeck noxopoHeHsl 740 cosetckux  Motherland. And certainly we thanked all our friends
congar v ocpmuepos, HainaeHHbIX B 3TOM paoHe. ABce-  in the name of the editorial staff for their attitude

ro Ha Memopuane nokoaTca octaHku 4537 sonHos (1731 to our soldiers, because practically all Red Army
UMSA U3BecTHo, a 2806 — He yctanoBneHo). Mul Boano- men have been found and re-interred by the search
XUNW BEHOK, CKa3anu HeCcKoNLKO TenneLIX CNOB B namaTe  organization VBGO

o naswwux B 6osx 3a PoguHy. M koHe4HO OT pegakumm

nobnarogapunu Bcex Halmux Apy3en 3a WX OTHOLeHWe Then we went to a German cemetery where we were
K Hawum conpartam, Befb NPakTW4eckn BCce KpacHoap- supposed to leave the found remains

menubl Beinu HangeHsl N Nepe3axopoHeHbl NOMCKOBbLIM

obveauHermnem «V.B.G.O.». After having arrived at the site we understood not

3atem mbl OTNpaBUNWUCL Ha Hemeukoe knapbwuiie, immediately where actually the cemetery was located
| | rae npegnonaranock OCTaBUTh HAWAEHHbLIE OCTaHKK. it was too much unlike what we got used to see. As the
| Mpuexae Ha MecTo, Mbl HE cpa3y NoHANK, rae, cob- Germans said the German cemetery in the vicinity of
CTBEHHO, HAXOAMTCH Knaabullye — CNUWKOM yX OHO OT- Leitsen has existed since 1945. Al that time there was not

nu4anock OT TOro, 4YTO Mel NPUBLIKNKW BUOETHL. HEMELI,- EﬂOUgh D|BCE at secular cemeteries to l_'JUI"_.a’ all dead men
koe knagbulle B mecteuke JlsinTaeH, no pacckazam Hem-  and until 1991 there were berried 673 German soldiers
ues cywectsyet ¢ 1945 rona, Torga ageck Obino noxo-  Starting from 1991 to 2010 there were found and also
poHeHo 673 HemeLkux congara. 3a nepuoa ¢ 1991-ro  berried 1200 soldiers. There are now approximately 2000
no 2010 roa Beino HaMAEHO U NOXOPOHEHO B 3To MecTo  persons reposed here in all.

1260 conpgaTt u ocduuepos Bepmaxta. HbiHe 3neck no-

kouTtca novtu 2000 yenosek. Not far from the cemetery there was a small house
Hepaneko ot knagbuwa pacnonarancs Hebone- where we carried the remains of found soldiers. Inside
LWOW AOMUK, KyQa Mbl U NepeHecny ocTaHku HangeHublx  the house there were several rows of small cardboard

congar. B foMuke B HECKONbKO pAAOB cTosANKn manedb-  coffins — one soldier in every coffin. A vast number
Kve KapToHHbie rpobei — B kaxXaom no ogHomy conpaty.  of coffins yet not filled was in the middle of the room
OrpomHoe konuuecTso elle He cobpanHbix rpobos pas-  as if saying that there would be enough work for a

MeLyanock nocepeavHe KOMHaThl, CBOMM BWAOM Hano-  long time
MUHaR, 4To paboTbl XBaTUT eLle Hagonro.
Ha atom u 3akanyvBaeTCcA Halle nosecTBOBaHWe. There's where our narration is nearly over. People

Bce nonpowanuce u passexanuce no gomam. [lo Ha-  wished good-bye to each other and departed to their
wero npuesga, NonnaHgus Beina cameim gansHuM ro-  homes. Before our arrival Holland was the farthest state
cyaapcTBOM, OTKyAa pebsaTa npveaxanu B akcneguummn 8 from where guys came on expeditions in Germany. Now
Mepmanumio. Tenepsb e Bce cTano no-apyromy, eeab Ham  things became different. Even though we failed to find
HEe yaanoch HaWTh HallWX CONAarT, a 3HauunT, Mbl 06R3a-  our soldiers, we must return here |, especially as we know
TenbHO BepHemcs, Tem Gonee, 3Haem, 4To oHW Hac xayT.  they will be waiting for us

Guslav Holstein Rolf Kaufhold

- 1. 1. T * 5- 1. 920
T™Marz Ap T Febe,/Mare 1945

Horst Hormann . Werner Kiihn

PR TR o 1212
1 Febr./Mare 145 T Febr./Mirz 1945

Ernst Lortzing  Ekkehard Schmidtgen

* 23, 3. ™22 - M. 2. "2

t Febr. /Mare 1945 1 17 4. 1945

Bom mak xopoxam ceoux condam & MNepmaxul.

- TaBnuyka ¢ Mo2unsl HEMeyKUX condam
Knad6Guwe Maom3aew
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